PRESS RELEASE EMBARGOED | 23 June 2026
Cast announced for Forbes Masson’s panto Aladdie at Cumbernauld Theatre
· Carmen Pieracinni, Andy Clark, Éimi Quinn, Jorgey Scott Learmonth and Lawrence Smith will star in Forbes Masson’s Aladdie this winter.
· A Raw Material and Cumbernauld Theatre Co-Production, directed by Gordon Dougall.
· At Lanternhouse from Thu 26 November to Thu 24 December.
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Aladdie  cast – Carmen Pieracinni, Andy Clark, Éimi Quinn, Jorgey Scott Learmonth, Lawrence Smith

Today Raw Material and Cumbernauld Theatre announce the cast for the upcoming panto at Cumbernauld Theatre, Aladdie, written by acclaimed actor and playwright Forbes Masson and directed by Gordon Dougall.
Aladdie is a boy who’s so skint he hasnae even got a name. He’s just a laddie. In the bubbly town of Bubblenauld, he works at the legendary Manky Washing laundrette with his hard-working mum Widow Manky and his best pal Peely Wally, a ginormous singing pigeon with more feathers than sense. But disaster is looming. His greedy Uncle Rab Anazer plans to swindle Widow Manky out of the laundrette and flatten it for good.
Can Aladdie outsmart his villainous uncle, save the family business and win the heart of the gorgeous Lorna Sausage? There’s only one way to find out if it will it all come out in the wash…
This brilliantly bubbly, fantastically funny Scottish panto will be brought to life by Carmen Pieracinni (River City, Dog Squad, The Chief) as Widow Manky and Andy Clark (Shetland, River City, Rebus) as Rab Anazer. They’re joined by, Éimi Quinn (Members Only – A Play, a Pie and a Pint, Ceaser – Bard in the Botanics) as Peely Wally and Jorgey Scott Learmonth (Gallus in Weegieland – Tron Theatre, Brave Macbeth – Edinburgh Fringe) as Lorna Sausage along with Lawrence Smith (Scots – Raw Material, The Sound of Music – Pitlochry Festival Theatre) as Aladdie, and Siân Campbell (Little Shop of Horrors  – Northern Stage/Derby Theatre, Two Strangers (Carry a Cake Across New York)) as musical director and ensemble.
Writer Forbes Masson said: ‘Aladdie is set in a magical town called Bubblenauld, a town in the central belt of Tartania, not unlike Cumbernauld, the place where the waters meet. But in this alternate Christmassy Pantoverse, it’s much more tinselly, singalong and sillier, and the crashing of those meeting waters makes the town full of bubbles.
I am thrilled and excited to have my creative brother-in-arms Gordon Dougall direct it, the extremely talented Steve Lauder Russell as choreographer and Siân Campbell as Musical Director. I have always wanted to have my work designed by Kenny Miller, so it’s another dream come true to get to work with him on design, along with the sensational Jennie Lööf on costume (who did the original production).’
Cumbernauld Theatre Interim CEO, Patricia Stead said, ‘It's wonderful to be working with Forbes, Gordon and Raw Material on our panto for 2026. Earlier this week, Forbes and Gordon joined one of our Youth Theatre sessions to meet some of the young people who will be appearing in the production. Bringing together an experienced creative team with local young performers is at the heart of what makes this project special, and we look forward to sharing Aladdie with audiences this Christmas.’
Aladdie marks Raw Material's first pantomime production and reunites Forbes Masson and Gordon Dougall, whose previous collaborations have entertained Scottish audiences for decades.
Raw Material’s Executive Producers, Gillian Garrity & Margaret-Anne O’Donnell said, ‘We're delighted to be collaborating with Cumbernauld Theatre, Forbes Masson and Gordon Dougall on Aladdie, our first ever pantomime. With a fantastic cast and creative team in place, we can't wait to bring this bubblelicious festive adventure to audiences this Christmas.’
Director Gordan Dougall said, ‘I am delighted to be directing Aladdie, written by my great friend Forbes Masson, this year at Cumbernauld Theatre. Working alongside Raw Material marks a new chapter in my long association with the Pantosphere. We have assembled a terrific cast, an excellent Musical Director and a talented production team. Forbes and I have collaborated on many successful productions and I believe this promises to be one of our best.’
Aladdie will run at Lanternhouse Main Auditorium from Thu 26 November to Thu 24 December, with an opening press performance on Tue 1 December at 7pm.
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Images and assets can be found here.
For more information, contact: 
Rachel Murphy, Marketing & Communication Manager, Cumbernauld Theatre:
rmurphy@cumbernauldtheatre.co.uk / 01236 732887
Production info
Forbes Masson’s Aladdie
Directed by Gordon Dougall
Script by Forbes Masson
Songs by Forbes Masson & Gordon Dougall
Cast:
Carmen Pieracinni – Widow Manky
Andy Clark – Rab Anazer
Éimi Quinn – Peely Wally
Jorgey Scott Learmonth – Lorna Sausage
Lawrence Smith – Aladdie
Siân Campbell – Ensemble / Musical Director
Creative Team:
Forbes Masson	 – Writer
Gordon Dougall – Director
Kenny Miller – Designer
Jennie Lööf – Costume Designer
Steve Russell – Choreographer 
Fee Dalgleish – Lighting Designer 
Siân Campbell – Musical Director
Listings info
Thursday 26 November – Thursday 24 December (Various Times)
Preview performances on 
Thu 26 November (7pm)
Fri 27 November (10:30am & 7pm) 
Press Performance on Tue 1 December, 7pm
BSL Signed Performance on Sat 5 December, 2pm & Thu 3 December, 10:30am
Relaxed Performances on Thu 3 December (10:30am) & Sat 12 December (2pm)
Ticket prices: £12 - £26
For tickets and full listings information call the box office on 01236 732887 or visit https://lanternhousearts.org 
Biographies
Forbes Masson – Writer
Forbes Masson is best known for co-creating and starring in the cult BBC comedy The High Life with Alan Cumming, which now returns as a new stage musical touring Scotland in 2026 with the National Theatre of Scotland.
One of Scotland’s most versatile performers, he is an Associate Artist of the Royal Shakespeare Company and the National Theatre of Scotland. His theatre credits include Much Ado About Nothing, The Tempest, Hamlet, Macbeth and Gary McNair’s Jekyll and Hyde, while television appearances range from The Crown and Shetland to EastEnders and The High Life.
As a writer, Forbes has created work for stage and screen for over three decades. His writing includes Victor and Barry, which toured from the Edinburgh Festival to the Donmar Warehouse and Sydney Opera House, the stage musicals Stiff, Mince and Pants, and a series of acclaimed pantomimes for the Tron Theatre including Jack and the Beanstalk, Cinderella, Aladdie and Weans in the Wood, helping to redefine the modern Scottish panto.
Gordon Dougall – Director
Gordon Dougall is a multi-award winning director, composer and musical director with over five decades of experience in theatre and live performance. He directs across drama and large-scale musical productions and is widely recognised for his work in shaping contemporary Scottish theatre.
He was in house composer and musical director at the Tron Theatre during Sir Michael Boyd’s tenure and later became Director of the Tron pantomimes, directing productions including Cinderella, Aladdie and Weans in the Wood. He has also worked extensively with Dundee Rep, the King’s Theatre Glasgow, Manchester Royal Exchange, the Belgrade Theatre Coventry and The Hydro Glasgow.
Gordon has composed, arranged and supervised music for productions across the UK and internationally, including work with the National Theatre of Romania and projects in Hungary and Tanzania. His collaborations with Forbes Masson include the musicals Stiff! and Mince, and numerous pantomimes, and he continues to work as a composer and musical director on new stage projects.
He is Artistic Director of Limelight Music and remains an active force in Scottish theatre as a director and music collaborator.
Notes for editors
Cumbernauld Theatre Trust
Vision: To be the cultural heart of Cumbernauld and North Lanarkshire, engaging our communities and strengthening Scottish performing arts.
Mission: We bring people together through performances on stage and screen, provide opportunities to create and take part in the arts and help develop Scotland’s performing arts professionals.
Cumbernauld Theatre is a regional performing arts venue serving Cumbernauld’s population of 55,000+ and the surrounding communities of North Lanarkshire and the northern corridor, as well as neighbouring areas including Falkirk. The organisation presents a programme of diverse, professional performing arts and cinema events, opportunities for the local community to take part in creative activities, development support for Scotland’s creative performing arts sector and, in partnership with North Lanarkshire Council, provides an excellent venue for local community performing arts organisations to present their own work. With a 60-year history of producing our own theatre, we continue to support emerging directors and creatives.
https://lanternhousearts.org 
Raw Material
Margaret-Anne O’Donnell and Gillian Garrity co-founded Raw Material, an award-winning, Scottish based independent producing company in 2018.
“Our shared ambition to develop, create and tour bold accessible theatre that inspires, entertains and captivates audience across borders formed the foundations of our company. We are advocates for access and diversity within the sector and are passionate about enabling creative ambition, developing new models for success and supporting all stages of making theatre happen.”
Working collaboratively with a wide range of artists, theatre companies, organisations and funders, Raw Material produce and tour work of varying scale across Scotland, the UK and internationally.
www.rawmaterialarts.com 
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